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Galway, Berwyn Walsh and J

Initial meelings of & projected
Boys® PRrigade Company were
held in the Orange Hall, Dro-

District and to membershi
West Down Group and the boys
were made conversant with the time
BB activities of drill,
\ training and games. From
its beginning the company welcomed
boys of all churches

The early years were memorable,
for the boys had to be persuaded of
the value of drlll for discipline and
pleasure. Even in those beginning
those who were

drill squads which showed wp well
in group =nd battallon competitions.
The gresest’ pleasure at ‘the be-
gloning wes in the simple physical
exercizes and games which were
aften bolstérous apd nolsy. In time
the introduction of P.T. equipment
has made for much more ekilled
gctivity of the kind, though many of
the orlginal games retain their
popalarity.

The first Enrolment Sérvice of 1st
Dromara was on 13 January, 1857,
in $t. John's Church when the prea-
cher was Canon R. W. Kirkpatrick,
Dromore Cathedral, and Captain
Norman Jeffers and Lieutenant Tom
Jeffers of the S5th Belfast company
were in attendance. The 'boys had
first worn their uniforms on 12
December, 1988,

When St. John's Hall was onened
officlally on © November, 1857 the
ist Dromara B.B. company formed a
! guard of honour for the Bishop of

Derek Kerr, Willlam HUCHINSOn 1ovw s muss=ec =0
obn Kenny, Standing in

A TWENTY-SIX YEAR

the Diocese, the Right Rev. F. J.

Mitchell, D.D, and Mr. John E.
Balley, JFP., MP. Parllamentary
Secretary to the  Mimstry of

Agriculture who defputised for the
Lord Wakehurst, Governor of Nor-
thern Ireland, who was unable to at-
tend becasuse of illness. Mr. Bailey,
a Select Vestry man of St John's,
performed  the opening ceremony
while the dedication was by the
Bishop. By the date of the opening
of St. John's Hall the Rector had
founded a St. John's Church Girlg
Brigade company of which DMiss
Sacle Thompson was first captain.

The girls in uniform, too,
and were Inspected by the Bishop
and Mr. Bailey, The earliest

meetings of the G.B. were held in
the Hectory, now Dromara House.

Incidentally the local sergeant of
the RLU.C. in charge of traffle an
the day was the now Assistant Chief
Constable, Mr. Michael Forde.

While efforts were made to get
help with the running of the com-
pany from B.B. officers in
nelghbouring  towns, and  one
Warrant Officer from Dromore
Cathedral compeny, Mr Kenneth
Martin, gave assistance for a few
months, there was no-one to take
over permanently. That meant that
the Rev.-5. E. Long had to vaplain
and officer the company single-
handed though he had the benefit
of Mr. Robert Thompson's work as
treasurer and man of all parts.

In spite of the weakness of officer
strength  the company matured
sufficiently to have its annual en-
rolment services when the parade
was led by Dromara Highland Pipe
Band — on the second occasion the
band was the newly formed flute
band of the Dromore Cathedral B.B.
company — and annual camps with
the sth Belfast IWillowfleld
Church), the 44th Belfast iChrist
Chureh), and the 47th Belfast {8t
Silas’ Churchl, companies under
canvas in Wales and the Isle of
Man. The one BB. area service In
Dromara — the West Down Group
— was held in those days, 8 June,
1958, with Caotain  Patterson,
Banbridge Road, Dromore company
in charge of the parade from the
Orange Hall through the village io
St. John's Church where the Rector
was the preacher.

.B.B.

S OLD SUCCESS STORY

When it became apparent that the °

was forced to close down the com- °-
pany whnue constantly seeking men -
and w:thumaWnt -

basis. Finally he made overtures to
the ministers of tne other Dromars
Churches and after lengthy consid-

eration they joined him in the re- ..
the company which ©
night on 6 7
MNelson -

formation of
had its first drill
movember 1963 with Mr.
Andrews, a lieutenant in the Bann
Road, Dromare company, as captain.
was introduced to
ty the Hev. L
Renwliek Minister of
Dromara Reformed Presbyterian
Church, and he opened s new era of
aclivity which produced 4
strong company, a large officer staff
and thriving junior and Robins
sections in time. He regigned {rom
the captaincy of lst Dromara at the
end of the 198182 session to take
over the captainey of the Sloan
Street, Lisgburn, Preshyterian
Church's company, of which he is
an elder.
Mr. lan MeCullough
succeeded Mr. Andrews a5
of 1st Dromara on the appoin
of the chaplains, Mr. MeCullough
has come up
the company
qualifications for this onerous and
responsible  post. He has that

the

has

i

captain

through the ranks of |
and has all the "

primary requirement, a deep com- '

mitment to the philosophy of BB,

and a loyalty to his First Dromara |

Preshyterian Church of which he is .

a member of committee.

Looking back on the early days of g

the 1st Dromara B.B. Company is to
be reminded of boys who are now
men and fathers with thelr own

BE.B. sons. The extent of the BEB's .

influsnce on its members s not pos-
sible of evalustion, for there are
many other formative iofluences in
a young man's 1lfe but there is
reason to believe that its effects in
the formative years are lasting and
beneficial. There can be no doubt
that the coming of this organisation
to Dromara twenty-six vears ado
way & happening of some con-
gequence to the churches and com-
minity snd to churches and com-
munities elsewhere.
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