
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live” 

 John 11:25 
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April 2022 



First Dromara Easter Services 
He is Risen - Matthew 28:6 

  
The last time we joined publicly for  
worship at Easter was Springtime, 2019. 
We are thrilled to be able to invite you to our Easter  
programme. 

All welcome! 
  
□ 10th April- Palm Sunday 11.30am 

• Special Easter praise led by the choir 

• Speaker- Mr Jonathan Rodgers 
□ 15th April- Good Friday Communion 8.00pm 

• A journey from Gethsemane to Golgotha 
• Speaker- Rev Scott Moore 
□ 17th April- Easter Dawn Service 7.00am 

• A short service to mark this special day 

• Followed by breakfast in the church hall 
• Speaker- Rev Scott Moore 
□ 17th April- Easter Family Service 11.30am 

• A service for all the family 
Speaker- Rev Scott Moore 

Church records 

We as a congregation extend our prayers and sympathy to 

the family and friends of Mrs Anne Graham, who passed 

away on 4th February 2022. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” 

Matthew 5:4 



Dear friends, 

I am sure, like me, many of you are looking forward 

to Easter this year, because for the first time in 

three years you will be able to spend time with 

friends, be able to go out and about on your few 

days off and corporately worship through our usual 

calendar of Easter services.  As I write this little de-

votional to you, I am currently isolating because, 

after two years, COVID-19 finally caught me, and I 

have lost my taste!   

M&S have released a cute, chocolate covered 

dachshund called Wilma to accompany last year’s 

Walter.  My group of uni friends love to get togeth-

er on Easter Monday for an annual BBQ.  My 

friends are off work now for Easter and are able to 

actually meet-up for coffee.  Chocolate, burgers, 

hot-cross buns, coffee… these are all things I have 

missed, and now with no taste, I am yearning for.  

Yet, this Easter I desire to “taste and see that the 

Lord is good.”  I hope you can do so now, through 

His Word-  

It will be helpful for you to read Luke 24: 1-12. 

As Christians approaching Easter this year, I wonder 

have you spoken of, or even heard the resurrection 

of Christ mentioned since last Easter?  Indeed, I 

have realised that it’s perhaps something I have not 

spoken of much since last Easter.  We tend to save 

it all up for this time of year, but every Sunday (that 

is why the Sabbath was moved to a Sunday by the 

Early Church) is resurrection day.  The resurrection 

is essential to the Gospel and all four accounts 

mention it.  The New Testament focuses on it as it 

is preached through the book of Acts; the Epistles 

are littered with application and living this truth out 

and the book of Revelation is all about how we will 

share in the resurrection ourselves.   

Christians, this is key!  He is Risen!  Doctor Luke 

records for us, in the account you have read, a 

group of devoted women, who visited Christ’s tomb 

early on the Sunday morning.  The first people Luke 

mentions are women.  This, when we study this 

Gospel together you will see, is typical of Luke’s ap-

proach, as he persistently and perpetually pursues 

those on the fringes, the ostracized and the margin-

alised in society; the lepers, the children and now, 



the women (whose testimony was not valued in a 

court of law).  We are told (v10) who these wom-

en are, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Je-

sus, Susanna, and others.  These faithful female 

followers have been around Christ for years and 

are mentioned at the end of chapter 23 as being 

present at His death and burial.  They now come 

to anoint Christ’s body out of dutiful devotion.  

They didn’t expect to see an open tomb!   

Mark, in His account, records a conversation is 

taking place among the women, as they dander, 

about who will roll away the stone when they 

reach the tomb.  Because, in their minds, Christ is 

definitely dead, they watched Him die.  Christ has 

been branded a troublemaker and a ringleader 

who has been murdered and His associates have 

absconded; yet the scriptures tell us of this group 

of willing women who have come, faithfully devot-

ed.  Over Easter, we too will gather (corporately 

for the first time since 2019) for communion, a 

dawn service and public worship.  We will do 

these things out of faithful devotion to our Risen 

Saviour.  Some lessons we can learn from the 

faithful females who have fled to the tomb- 

The faithfully devoted remember the words 

of Christ (vv1-8) 

The Kingdom of God looked doomed.  Yet, in faith-

ful obedience the willing women have made their 

journey.  They arrive, “and they found the stone 

rolled away from the tomb” (v2) and they look in-

side, “but when they went in, they did not find the 

body” (v3).  It’s empty!  They don’t understand.  

Luke tells us, “They’re perplexed” (v4).  At signifi-

cant times of the year, many of you make a visit 

into our graveyard where you visit the grave of a 

loved one.  Depending on the time of year, you 

may take a bunch of flowers or a holly wreath.  

You approach the grave of your loved one and you 

realise the grave has been disturbed and there is a 

huge hole in the ground.  I think you would be 

more than surprised!  I think we could translate 

this, “they can hardly take it all in.”  To crown the 

whole episode, they are visited by two angels (v23 

identifies these individuals).  The women bow in 

fear before these messengers from God, and they 

are almost rebuked, “Why do you seek the living 

among the dead?” (v5).  Gently, the angels are 

reminding the women that they should not be sur-

prised.  After all, you should have expected this.  

Remember what He told you.  A quick look back to 

Luke 9:22 helps as the angels remind the women, 

“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 

They should have remembered this, and the other 

occasions Jesus told them this truth.  They were 

faithfully devoted, but they didn’t remember or 

heed the words of Christ.  I wonder can we, as 

Christians, hear the rebuke to ourselves?  Attend-

ance and devotion shouldn’t only be our response 

this Easter to our Saviour.  His Word frames every-

thing that happens and will happen in life, we 

can’t understand life without it and so, remember 

Christ’s word.  Remember to read it, remember to 

listen to it preached, remember to study it with 

others and discuss it- the scriptures make us wise 

for salvation.  Delightful, diligent students of it.  

There is no short cut; daily (get yourself a good set 

of reading notes or a commentary); weekly (get 

yourself to church, morning and evening, listening 

and engaging with the different series on offer); 

with others (find a friend to read with, or create a 

movement in our church for a few study/

fellowship groups).  Being faithfully devoted to 

Christ means being faithfully devoted to His Word. 

The faithfully devoted report the works of 

Christ (v9) 

“Returning from the tomb they told all these 

things to the eleven and to all the rest.”  They re-

ported all that they had seen.  These women are 

the key eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Pausing for a second, realise this is a rea-

son to believe every word of this story as being 

true and not just a made-up fictional story.  If this 



was a made-up story, this group of women would 

be the last to be credited as the actual eyewitness-

es.  Women could not give testimony in a court of 

law, so if a tale was being created, there would be 

no way it would be placed in jeopardy by having 

untrustworthy eyewitnesses.  Let this encourage 

you, God’s Word is reliable and true.  These women 

arrive, and they are not overcome with emotion or 

sensationally silly about it all, but they report all 

that they have seen and heard to the remaining 

disciples. Christ is no longer dead!  The stone has 

been rolled away!  We have conversed with angels!  

They are compelled to tell others.  Is this still not 

the case?  Is this still what the world needs to hear?  

Christ is the Risen Saviour!   

These women were not experts in theology, they 

hadn’t worked out all the implications of this, they 

didn’t wait for any other form of confirmation.  As 

faithfully devoted servants, they reported Christ is 

the Risen Saviour!   

What stops us from reporting to others?  Embar-

rassment?  Fear of not having all the facts? Criti-

cism?  Look at the example of these wonderful 

women.  The resurrection of Christ needs to be re-

ported to others.   

The faithfully devoted resist the doubters of 

Christ (vv10-11) 

We have heard already that these women cannot 

help but report what they have seen, but they are 

met with doubting and scepticism.  Some of the 

disciples are not convinced their tale is true.  Luke 

says, “these words seemed to them an idle tale, 

and they did not believe them.”  The word translat-

ed “idle” is the same word a person uses when they 

are ill.  We could call this ranting or dreamlike delir-

ium.  The disciples look at these (not to be trusted) 

women and affirm they are dreaming.  The greatest 

news the world needs to hear, is met with doubt by 

the people who should believe it the swiftest.  Are 

we amazed at the lack of belief from the disciples?  

Yet is it not what we see all around us today?  A 

sincere lack of belief and trust in these things.  

Does the world and the people around us not think 

we have an idle tale?  The world is full of people 

who deny that Christ is the Risen Saviour!  So, don’t 

be surprised, we should expect it.   

The faithfully devoted return home marvelling 

at Christ (v12) 

“Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and look-

ing in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and 

he went home marvelling at what had happened.”  

Look at this response of Peter.  He rose and ran to 

the tomb, responding to the reports of the faithful-

ly devoted women.  He listened to them.  Peter, for 

a split-second thinks, what if they are right?  I 

should go and see for myself.   

Peter was the best friend of Christ.  Yes, even Christ 

had best friends, it’s good to have one.  At the fore-

front of Peter’s mind is, no doubt, his denial of 

Christ.  He has no doubt relived that episode in his 

mind, time and time again.  He is crushed.   

As he approaches the empty tomb, what is it that 

resonates the deepest with Peter?  He sees the sol-

itary, folded (we’re told this detail in Mark’s Gos-

pel) linen cloths.  Sometimes simple things stir de-

votion within us.  For Peter it was this, for others it 

might be receiving a word of encouragement for a 

job well done, a reassurance that they have been 

remembered in prayer during a difficult spell, an 

affirmation that someone is actually a cherished 

friend, attitudes, words, kindnesses… Peter sees 

the folded cloths and goes home marvelling despite 

the doubt.   

Let this encourage all of you, faithfully devoted, as 

you hold out Christ the Risen Saviour.  Eventually, 

all the disciples were convinced for themselves.  

We pray this for many in our district this Easter, 

that they too, like us, would marvel at Christ the 

Risen Saviour.   

Easter blessings, 

Scott  

 



On 24th February Russian forces invaded Ukraine.  Over-
night, a large-scale attempt was inaugurated to seize 
the country with the bombing of multiple cities.   

 

My home congregation has links with the Christian 
Medical Association in Ukraine and I, along with mem-
bers of my church, spent summers leading children’s 
camps, partnering with local churches and encouraging 
Christians there. I have many happy memories of times 
spent in a large town called Rivne, a village called Kar-
pylivka and in the capital city, Kiev.  

 

It is a country that many people have little experience 
of and little knowledge of, aside from its Soviet history 
and the Chernobyl disaster. Even images of the 2014 
Crimea invasion had somewhat faded, and now, this 
large country with a population of 44 million has been 
catapulted into our vision once more, with truly sad-
dening, frightening and horrific images dominating our 
television screens and social media.  

 

I have close friends who have fled the country and have 
taken up residence in nearby Poland. I am thankful for 
modern technologies which mean I can stay in touch 
daily to check their wellbeing and to offer them friend-
ship at this time. It is difficult to hear their circumstanc-
es, but I am constantly encouraged by their grace and 
desire to see lives pointed to Jesus amid the tragedy in 
their country and in their lives personally. 

 

The organisations I work with, IFES (International Fel-
lowship of Evangelical Students) and ECM (European 
Christian Mission) as well as our links with OMS (One 
Mission Society, Hungary) and Scott’s EMF (European 
Mission Fellowship, Poland) connections, means the 
Manse has heard much about what is going on in East-
ern Europe.   

 

The IFES World Director (Tim Adam), writes: “In these 
dark days for Ukraine, the faith, hope and love of the 
IFES fellowship has continued to shine brightly.  CCX 
Ukraine (IFES movement) staff have helped hundreds of 
international students to get to safety, using their cars 
to take them to the border. Many student movements 

in nearby countries are giving practical support and ad-
vice, helping refugees on their journey, and offering 
host homes. Around the world, we have seen thousands 
of students and staff workers standing together in pray-
er, and we have received many gifts to sustain and sup-
port student ministry in the affected countries. There 
are so many stories of hope - and of pain”.  

 

Universities are closed and faculty have fled - young 
men, find themselves fighting instead of studying. We 
have thousands of international students stranded in 
various European nations, attempting to enrol in other 
universities so studies aren’t disrupted. We have stories 
of refugees coming to faith as they seek refuge in 
church buildings, as well as many more Gospel-seeds 
being planted. We have had staff stay bravely in 
Ukraine, trying to help all those who need help, and my 
colleague, Marina reports how people are physically 
drained, tired of receiving tragic news, have a desire to 
return home and pray for Ukrainian victory. Marina has 
fled Kiev, but is still in Ukraine, preferring to stay and 
help all those who come her way. She has prepared 
herself to return to a destroyed home in Kiev yet is cou-
rageous in her outlook. One student that Marina has 

Lorna Moore gives an update on the current crisis 

in Ukraine and how we can prayerfully help 



mentored has moved to the Luhansk region and has 
based herself in a village that has been destroyed. The 
church is the only building that remains and has be-
come a refuge for so many.  

 

We have staff mobilised in the surrounding regions 
who are working hard to provide care and support for 
all those who need it. Please pray for their stamina 
and enthusiasm, also. Some of our Russian staff have 
had to flee Russia, for their own safety.  As a re-
sponse, we have thousands of people together in a 
Whatsapp group who receive daily prayer requests 
from staff and students. If you’d like to join this group, 
please let me know. We also have ‘live’ social media 
prayer sessions and prayer meetings via Zoom with 
current information. We are keen to surround our 
friends, students and colleagues with prayer, both in 
Ukraine, Russia and surrounding countries, and pro-
vide them with financial aid: https://
give.ifesworld.org/customgiving?
t=1&d=EX000_PGLOB&s=UKFR&a=0  

 

ECM (Ireland team led by Lindsay Moorhead) is also 
responding to the Ukraine crisis, as missionaries in 
Ukraine and Poland have been mobilised to provide 
humanitarian aid, care and Christian fellowship. The 
ECM field leader in Western Ukraine reports: ‘"While 
having our brothers from Kharkiv here (refugees stay-
ing at the centre), I noticed an odd thing. While they 
were talking on the phone to their relatives or friends, 
I saw no fear in their eyes when they said that the Rus-
sians had bombed the city again. They were unusually 
calm when the third air-raid siren (of four that day) 
went off. They said the words that uplift every one of 
us, "When God is for us, who is against us"? This truth 

we hold on to firmly. This truth enables us to keep 
working and serving, even having a little rest during 
the night. Even when we feel exhausted physically and 
emotionally, we have no right to complain, knowing 
about those many who are suffering enormously. We 
only pray for God's protection for them and do every-
thing we can to ease their burden.” 

 

ECM Ireland missionaries Szczepan and Saszko who 
both serve in Poland have been very busy serving ref-
ugees at this time, and their churches have partnered 
with many to provide both practical and spiritual help.  
Watch this video for some information about what is 
happening: https://bit.ly/3NCvBoG 

 
More than anything, Ukraine needs our prayers. Our 
social media feeds have updated information and it 
will fuel your prayers.  

https://give.ifesworld.org/customgiving?t=1&d=EX000_PGLOB&s=UKFR&a=0
https://give.ifesworld.org/customgiving?t=1&d=EX000_PGLOB&s=UKFR&a=0
https://give.ifesworld.org/customgiving?t=1&d=EX000_PGLOB&s=UKFR&a=0
https://bit.ly/3NCvBoG


From the 22nd of September to the 1st of October I travelled 
to Serbia as part of the Northern Ireland women U17 football 
squad to take part in the first round of our European Qualifiers 
campaign.  

With a squad of 20 players as well as coaches, physios, doc-
tors and analysts, we spent the 10 days staying in the Serbian 
National Football Training centre.  

Playing against teams all ranked above us, we were aware 
that the level of opposition we would face was going to be a 
step above what we are used to. Knowing the technical quali-
ty and greater physicality of these other teams, the coaches 
assigned me a new role in centre back, instead of my usual 
central midfield position. It was a new challenge and I was 
delighted to be able to start all three matches and play a full 
90 minutes each time.  

From our first 3-0 defeat against Spain, we were not discour-
aged. We took the positives from the performance and were 
amazed when we found out that many of the Spanish players 
were full time players for Barcelona and Real Madrid’s ladies 
first team.  

From this match to our last against Iceland, we never 
stopped. Each day we would get up around 7 o’clock and go 
to the medical room for wellness and fatigue tests before get-
ting our breakfast. On the days between matches we would 
have a training session and spend time in the gym, as well as 
study time and many meetings with the video analysis team. It 
was a difficult but enjoyable time for all of us. We all had to 
make our best attempt to adapt to the Serbian food, which 
was not the most appetising, as well as ensuring we ate 
enough in order to be able to train or play a match every day 

in the 25℃ heat.  

A personal highlight for me was receiving the player of the 
match award for our last match against Iceland, even though 
it was only my third match in this new position.  

Since we have returned home we have continued to improve 
as a team by playing in the boys National League and training 
twice each week with NI as well as training with my club, Lin-
field. Even though not all the results went our way, we look 
forward to the second round of the campaign in March when 
we will hopefully travel to Israel to compete against the hosts, 
Faroe Islands and Luxembourg.  

She shoots...she scores!
Northern Ireland footballer Lucy Johnson provides 

an update on her latest International  

appearances. 



She shoots...she scores! 



The aim of Scripture Union in schools is 
to encourage young Christians in their 
faith and to challenge those, who have 
not yet given their lives to Jesus, to 
question the good news of the Bible 

and make their own response. 

This year I am student leader of Ban-

bridge Academy’s SU and along with a 

student led committee organise weekly 

meetings and various events through-

out the year.   

We are thankful to God that SU has 

been getting back to some sort of nor-

mality.  Most of our weekly events 

have restarted instead of the online 

meetings of the past couple of years. 

SU is divided into junior and senior 

school. Junior school has over 100 pu-

pils attending weekly where teachers 

Encouraging young 

Christians in their faith 
Leah Spiers is the student leader of Banbridge Academy’s Scripture Union. Here she explains 

the role of the SU and how important it is in encouraging young Christians in their faith. 



share a message. They also have a Bi-

ble Study and prayer meetings 

throughout the week led by senior 

pupils. 

Senior SU, with about 80 pupils attend-

ing, also has weekly meetings where 

we invite various speakers (including 

1st Dromara’s very own, Jonny Rodg-

ers) to share God’s word. Some of the 

themes we have planned for this year 

include a series on ‘What is the Gos-

pel?’ and a study of the book of Philip-

pians.  

Every morning, before school, we meet 

for a prayer time, called SPARK, where 

someone will share a short message 

before we pray with and for each oth-

er.   

Throughout the week, a number of 

small groups meet, spending time 

learning more about God with like-

minded people - it is good to be able to 

meet together physically instead of 

using Zoom as we did during Lock-

down.  Once a month we have ‘Praise 

around the piano,’ an opportunity to 

spend time praising and worshipping 

God together.   

In October we had our senior SU week-

end in Castlewellan Castle. Colin Hy-

lands (CEF)  joined us for the weekend 

and opened up the book of Hebrews.  

We also had pupil led seminars on 

Prayer, Trials and Tribulation, Confi-

dence and a Past Pupil Panel. The 

weekend was a great opportunity to 

get to know everyone better through 

different challenges and games.  

During November we had our Out-

reach week, with various events 

throughout the week including a scav-

enger hunt, junior school craft, free 

food, a football tournament and a Piz-

za and Quiz night. This week presented 

us with lots of opportunities to share 

the gospel with others within school. 

We recently organised an Inter-SU 

Christmas social, where we invited SUs 

from other schools to join us for a 

night of fun and fellowship and the 

new year saw our Annual Formal. 

Please pray for the work of SU in 

school, pray for the speakers each 

week as they share God's word, pray 

for the students that lead the praise, 

lead prayer meetings and prepare 

small group sessions.  Pray that the 

Christian students would be encour-

aged in their faith and pray that 

through their witness that others 

would be challenged of their need of a 

Saviour. 



Down memory lane 
We are indebted to Rosemary and Roy Sibbett who have been busy scanning 

and cataloguing the historic items and pictures belonging to First Dromara. 

We hope you enjoy seeing some of these faces from yesteryear. 










