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Dear First Dromara, 

We’ve been introduced to Blaze, the 

world trail-blazing, busy, buzzing bee!  

His aim is to help our boys and girls, 

our families and our church family un-

derstand a little more about global mis-

sion.  Aptly named, blaze, according to 

the dictionary is ‘a brilliant, striking 

display of light.’  So, as well as trail-

blazing his way across the world, he 

helps us understand more about the 

light of the world that is reaching the 

nations, Jesus Christ.   

 

Romans 10:13-15 

For “everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord will be saved.” How then will 

they call on him in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe 

in him of whom they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching?  And how are they 

to preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written, “How beautiful are the feet of 

those who preach the good news!” 

I recently had a conversation with a 

lady in our congregation about the re-

cent DNA phenomenon.  She was tell-

ing me all about how she recently sent 

a swab of her DNA away and it came 

back that she was a certain percentage 

Ulster Scots (which she expected), a 

certain percentage Scandinavian, a 

certain percentage German and a very 

little percentage Jewish.  The last re-

sult, for her, was the most surprising.  

She was telling me that lots of people 

from all around the world use these 

DNA results to get in touch with people 

who have the same DNA, and who are 

ultimately related to them.   

I want you to imagine, someone from 

say ancestry.com has found a match 

with your DNA and theirs.  You are the 

only family they have left, and you’ve 

discovered they have recently died, 

and you are inheritor of their vast es-

tate.  They own a luxury villa on the 

French Riviera, they have a penthouse 

apartment in Manhattan, and they 

have an English Country residence with 

a few vintage cars parked in the garage 

outside.  The total worth is £5,000,000.  

You have inherited it all!  After you’ve 

let it sink in, you think about how you 

might spend this fortune.  However, 

the truth is this, it is only good news to 

you because someone has contacted 

you and told you about it.  Someone 

has had to share this news with you.  

The news must be shared, heard and 

acted upon.   

In many ways, blazing the gospel is 

similar and these verses show us this.  

Proverbs chapter 11, verse 30 says, 

“whoever captures souls is wise.” 

We have a wonderful Gospel to blaze, 

and these verses show us three won-

derful truths about this Gospel- 

 

We blaze the Gospel because it is 

Universal (v13) 

Paul writes these few sentences mid 

argument.  There’s a debate going on 

between the Jews and the Gentiles.  

The Jews tended to have a bit of a 

pride issue and considered the opinion 

of others to be lower than theirs, espe-

cially the Greeks.  In v.13, the Apostle 

wants to shatter that view.  He uses the 

word, “everyone.”  He is crystal clear; 

he is saying now there are absolutely 

no exceptions.  He doesn’t lay out cul-

tural, political, ethnic, or even religious 

conditions, he means all, everyone, 

without exception, anyone, anytime, 

anywhere.  Grasp the lovely nature of 

this word everyone, or in some older 

translations the word, “whosoever.”  A 

wonderful word of divine comfort.  

God is saying, this good news, this gos-

pel message is for the person who 

doesn’t understand everything about it 

just yet, the old, the young, the wan-

derer.  Everyone who calls.  The Gospel 

is for everyone, everyone who calls!  

This is simple, broad, a child knows 

what it is to call for their parents, we 

know what it is to call to our neighbour 

over the fence, we all know what it is 

to call when we need help or attention.  

Everyone understands this concept.  

This is how to be saved, by calling.  We 

have a wonderful Gospel, and there is 

no message like it in its breadth, blunt-

ness and blessing.  Everyone who calls 

will be saved.  This means it is worth 

proclaiming, near and far, all over the 

world.  That’s why we had an Arise 

week, that’s why we had an Ambassa-

dors week, that’s why so many people 

were engaged in summer mission pro-

jects.  You’ll read all about them in the 

following pages.   



We blaze the Gospel because it is 

Essential (v14) 

You’ve got to call!  But hang on the 

Apostle Paul says, before you call 

you’ve got to actually hear the Gospel, 

haven’t you?  For the people and na-

tions of the world to call, someone 

must tell them what they must know 

and believe.  Just like at the beginning, 

you cannot claim your inheritance un-

less someone tells you, likewise, you 

can’t call on the name of the Lord un-

less someone tells you.  Paul says, you 

have to have an understanding of the 

Gospel to be saved; that God is good, 

He is a Spirit, eternal, all knowing, all 

powerful, all present, that we live in His 

presence, that He is holy, he’s given a 

law whereby we love Him and we love 

others like Him, He is just, not to love 

God is a reason to be sent to Hell, He is 

wonderful, Christ is God himself who 

was born of the virgin Mary, lived a 

sinless, perfect life and died in our 

place yet defeated death and rose 

again three days later.  This is what we 

need to hear, and this is what we need 

to know.  The truth is, we need to do 

more than just know this, for the bible 

tells us that even the devil knows these 

things.  Our response is to repent and 

believe.  We stop walking away from 

God and we turn and start walking to-

wards Him.  If you hear and believe, the 

bible tells us we are saved!   

So, how can you call if you haven’t 

heard?  You can’t!  And how can you 

hear without someone telling you?  

You won’t!  God has ordained that we 

are saved through the preaching of the 

Gospel.  It is essential for salvation.  

You can’t be saved through meditation, 

stars or rituals - unless you call on the 

name of the Lord, you don’t do that 

until you’ve believed, you don’t do that 

until you’ve heard when someone has 

told you.  That’s the flow.  Through 

preaching. That’s not just what I do as I 

stand in the pulpit a couple of times 

every week, for the actual word used 

here has a much broader and deeper 

meaning.  This ‘preaching’ of the gospel 

is the same term used of someone 

sharing their faith over a cup of coffee, 

on the telephone, sending a text mes-

sage or with children and young peo-

ple.  The image is of making the Gospel 

message known to men and women, 

boys and girls.  A herald must come and 

proclaim.   

Nature is not enough; conscience is not 

enough; angels in Heaven haven’t been 

given the job.  We have got to tell each 

other, and please don’t think you can’t 

do it.  We can talk about sport, fashion, 

cars, travel, the government, the 

weather, and we think we can’t talk 

about Jesus Christ.  No great gifts of 

oratory or eloquence are needed, 

we’re all capable of telling the truth 

and we’re all capable of communicating 

with other people.  The best thing is, 

we don’t need to go investigating or 

researching, we have the message, and 

we can give it to someone on a CD, a 

DVD, a book, a tract, an invite to church 

or one of our special activities.  The 

Gospel is essential, and the truth must 

be made known.  Read on and discover 

so many ways this has happened this 

summer, through our congregation and 

her members.   

 

We blaze the Gospel because it is 

Beautiful (v15)   

Now, at this point, do we read v15 and 

think, this is our escape clause.  The 

New Testament sets apart the role of 

the preacher in the church as specially 

called, trained and commissioned men 

or specially recognised individuals who 

are trained and commissioned by the 

church to serve on the mission field.  

Do we pray for God to raise up more 

individuals like this in our midst?  I 

hope so!  We would love to see this!  

But this cannot be your escape clause 

for mission.  Matthew 28:19 says, “Go 

therefore and make disciples.”  So 

don’t wriggle.  This is exactly what our 

young people were doing all summer 

from as far north as Portstewart, to as 

far south in our province as Kilkeel, 

right across the world in Texas and oth-

er places in between.  That’s what lead-

ers were doing at our Arise and Ambas-

sadors weeks.  Seeking to make disci-

ples.  We do this by living out the Gos-

pel that has so gripped us, and it can be 

just like how Jesus did it, with specific 

two or three people, with a group or 

with vast multitudes.  The reality is, 

every Christian has been sent.  The 

Apostle is quoting the Old Testament 

Prophet Isaiah in particular when he’s 



mentioning the beauty of the Gospel 

being heralded.   

Many years ago, when I was on my 

first overseas mission team to Hunga-

ry, they had a foot washing ceremo-

ny, whereby we washed each other’s 

feet.  I quickly discovered I am not a 

‘feet’ person.  Perhaps, like me, you 

are not either?  Some people can’t 

cope with feet.  However, Paul is not 

saying my feet, because I proclaim 

the Gospel are more cared for and 

delicate compared to another’s, in-

stead the beauty is in the message 

the feet bring.   

Isaiah 52:7, the portion quoted, sees 

Jerusalem freed from the shackles of 

Babylonian captivity, it’s good news, 

bondage and captivity is over, and 

deliverance comes.  The messenger 

runs through the streets of the an-

cient city, boldly proclaiming, 

“freedom- it’s over.”  It’s happy, joy-

ous, blessed news!  Yet, the messen-

ger is described as having beautiful 

feet, because of the message he 

brings.  Beautiful feet here, the feet 

of these messengers, may actually be 

different from what you consider 

beautiful feet to be.  These feet are 

not well tanned, pedicured with nails 

neatly painted (if that’s your thing!) 

instead, they are bruised, wrinkled, 

blistered, dirty, calloused and 

scarred.  They trek to places no one 

else will go to.  To God, every mes-

senger of the Gospel is beautiful be-

cause of the message they carry.   

Can you remember who brought you 

the Gospel?  Can you name them?  

Do you thank God for them?  Does it 

thrill your heart every time you think 

of them because of this?  Can people 

say and think that of you?   

We have great, glorious, good news 

that we must tell.  Does it not break 

your heart if you’re a Christian to 

know of people who will die without 

hearing of this blazed Gospel that is 

Universal, Essential and Beautiful?  

Factually, 86% of the world’s Bud-

dhists, Muslims and Hindus have nev-

er heard the Gospel, that’s a stagger-

ing two billion people.   

And, our island is no different.  There 

are approximately 80 towns the size 

of Banbridge across Ireland.  Think of 

all the churches in Banbridge town.  

In those 80 towns there is no evan-

gelical church!  In Co Offlay, with 

75,000 people, it has only one!  How 

can they call?  We must pray, go and 

send!  You’ve heard of the Gospel 

that needs to be blazed!  Has it 

blazed your heart?  You’ve heard 

more than two billion others.  

 

I really hope you enjoy reading the 

articles and seeing the pictures of 

everything your church was involved 

in this summer, as others have 

blazed.  

As you see blaze throughout the pag-

es of this magazine, have a think 

about how you, too, might be a blaz-

er, with a message that is universal, 

essential and beautiful, the message 

of the saving Gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Every blessing and thank you to eve-

ryone who has contributed to this 

edition. 

Scott  



‘Back to Church’ 

weekend  
We want to move forward now the limitations of 
the pandemic are over.  Our back to church week-
end was one way of doing this. 
  
Mood - We have much to be thankful for.  Our God 
still reigns, and His purposes have not ceased.  Per-
haps you have gotten out of the way of coming to 
our services of Public Worship on the Lord’s 
Day.  We’d like to take this opportunity to tell 
you, you are missed!  We greatly mean that!  If you 
haven’t been to church since March 2020, or you’ve 
only been back sporadically since, we have missed 
you!  We would love to see you back!   
 
We had a ‘Back to Church’ weekend on Saturday 3rd- 
Sunday 4th September.  This was an opportunity for 
families to come and celebrate all that we hope to 
do as we move forward in the new church year.  We 
hope that our mood as a church will be one of 
thankfulness and worship for our Saviour, Jesus.  
  
Movement - We want to continue moving for-
ward.  To that end, our ‘Back to Church’ weekend 
took the shape of an extravaganza event on the Sat-
urday, with every organisation represented; with 
things to eat, do and experience.  On the Sunday, we 
had our service, welcoming and inviting, repre-
senting many different facets of the community we 
are called to serve.  Maybe you’ve been putting off 
coming to church until you can do so discreetly or 

when there’s lots happening - We want to see a 
movement of people back to our organisations and 
back to our services. 
  
Momentum - And we want to keep this going.  Are 
you a parent?  We have so many organisations we 
would love your children to come along to and 
attend.  Are you a Christian parent?  We would love 
you to see we take our covenant commitment and 
responsibilities seriously when it comes to your chil-
dren.  Please come along and bring your children/
young people to see how.  We would love to see a 
movement of our congregation back to services of 
Public Worship at 11.30am and 6.45pm.  This is 
where you are presented with the Gospel, your 
need of salvation and where you are fed from God’s 
Word to nurture you in your faith.  We want our 
‘Back to Church’ weekend to be more than just an 
event - we want to involve you and see a momen-
tum of church being once again at the centre of our 
families, community, routines, and hearts. 
  
We hope you all had fun!  Had your face painted, 
got to beat a drum, signed up for BB/GB, listened to 
Aughnaskeagh Silver Band, had a hot-dog, caught up 
with friends and much more.  Thanks to the whole 
team for making it happen so well.  Welcome back, 
everyone!    
 

Rev Scott Moore 











Our Bible club theme in July this year 

was Epic Explorers; the children and 

young people have travelled around 

adventure island exploring Mark’s 

Gospel.    

In Breathtaking bay they learnt that 

Jesus is King and has power and au-

thority over everything.  In Discovery 

den, they discovered that our biggest 

problem is sin which only Jesus has 

the power to forgive.  In mysterious 

mountain they learnt that our sin can 

be forgiven through the sacrifice of 

God’s perfect son Jesus.   

And at Crown cave they celebrated 

that Jesus rose, conquering death and 

providing a way for us to know life in 

Him. 

OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 

Nursery to P3 

Monday to Wednesday we welcomed 

around 50 Nursery to P3 children who 

filled the church with their joyful and 

energetic praise before embarking on 

a varied programme of games, crafts, 

memory verses and bible lessons. 

P4-P7 

From Thursday to Saturday we had the 

pleasure of 36 P4-P7 kids.  On Thurs-

day they enjoyed the trampoline park 

and 10 pin bowling at Airtastic; on 

Friday they went snowtubing and 

played footgolf and on Saturday they 

enjoyed games, a scavenger hunt and 

a BBQ at Castlewellan forest.  Each day 

they devoured a hot meal and learnt 

of God’s love for them through the 

memory verses, bible lessons, praise 

and crafts. 

Yr8-12 

We also had 31 young people in Yr 8 

to 12 from Thursday to Saturday.  

They thoroughly enjoyed deep water 

bouldering at the Bloody Bridge on 

Thursday, then went 10 pin bowling 

and swimming in Lisburn on Friday 

and enjoyed various challenges, games 

and a BBQ in Castlewellan on Satur-

day.   

They too were well fed all week and 

enjoyed their time of praise and bible 

study each day. 

Arise 2022— Our young explorers have 

an epic adventure at 1st Dromara 



Yr13+ 

There were over 30 in the Yr13+ group 

who enjoyed a meal at the church on 

Thursday evening before heading off 

for a very competitive night’s karting.  

On Friday night they enjoyed a BBQ 

and a series of team challenges, in-

cluding an obstacle course, team table 

tennis, tug of war, sumo wrestling and 

a water fight.  Each evening they had a 

time of Bible study led by the feast 

leaders. 

 

THANKS 

David and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank a few people. 

 

• We would like to thank the 
Elders for their support and 
encouragement for the work of 
Bible Club. Thanks also to the 
church committee for agreeing 
to provide funding.  The club 
would not be possible without 
funding from the church. 

 

• Thank you to all those who 
remembered us in prayer.  We 
were very blessed by God dur-
ing the week and are thankful 

to everyone who prayed so 
faithfully for the week’s work. 

 

• We were able to borrow four 
minibuses for the outings 
which were greatly appreciat-
ed.  We would like to thank our 
neighbouring fellowships of 
Rathfriland Baptist and Eden-
grove Presbyterian and also 
Hope for Youth Ministries and 
Walter Watson for the use of 
their minibuses this week.  
Thanks also to the leaders who 
drove the minibuses each day. 

 

• It takes a large team to make a 
week like this happen, and we 
were blessed with over 50 will-
ing volunteers.  Everyone 
played their part – decorating 
the halls and church, welcom-
ing parents and children as 
they arrived in the car park, 
preparing bible lessons, crafts, 
memory verses and quizzes, 
preparing snacks, cooking 
meals, washing dishes, driving 
minibuses, taking photos, the 
list goes on.  In 1st Dromara we 
are blessed to have a team of 
dedicated, enthusiastic, crea-
tive and talented leaders – but 
most of all a team that love 
God and show God’s love 

through their hard work and 
the way they engaged with all 
the young people in our care.    

 

• Finally we would like to thank 
all the young people who came 
along during the week. Thank 
you for participating in every-
thing so enthusiastically, for 
listening so well, for your excel-
lent behaviour, and for your 
lovely manners.  Your leaders 
have loved getting to know you 
all this week.  Parents you can 
be very proud of your young 
people, they were all a pleas-
ure to have at Bible club. 

 

 

• There were just over 200 peo-
ple involved with Bible Club 
from age 3 to over 70.  We had 
an amazing week and were 
truly blessed.  We want to offer 
our praise and thanks to God 
for being with us and keeping 
us all in his care.  It is our pray-
er that the seeds sown this 
week will be harvested in the 
fulness of time. 

 
David & Gillian Spiers 

 







Around 50 children attended a recent football camp organised in conjunction 

with First Dromara Presbyterian Church and Ambassadors Football.  

The primary four to year nine children gathered each night at the football 

pitch in Kinallen to learn football drills, enjoy matches and learn more about 

God's love for them, through a message by various different coaches. 

 The camp finished with a very energetic world cup competition.  

The organisers would like to thank all the parents who sent along the chil-

dren, the young people themselves, and anyone who helped in any way to 

make the event such a success.  

A successful week at the  

Ambassadors Football camp 









Blazing a trail…………. 

We spent the week of 24th- 

30th July at CEF Mourne Junior 

camp.  

After two years of virtual 

camp, it was lovely to stay in 

the new refurbished facilities 

of Seaview camp centre in Kil-

keel and be able to run camp 

properly.  

A team of over 20 leaders 

came together to take on the 

challenge of running camp for 

over 65 children, aged P5-P7. 

Unfortunately, due to two 

years of covid, none of the 

children had ever been to 

camp for a week before, so we 

had more cases of home sick-

ness than usual in the first few 

days, meaning six children 

chose to go home.  

Nevertheless, all the children 

that stayed really enjoyed the 

week’s activities and had plen-

ty of enthusiasm. We enjoyed 

trips to Newcastle, Castlewel-

lan and swimming as well as 

the annual water fight and 

craft activities.  

Our bible lesson of the week 

focused on John the Baptist 

and the children learned how 

he prepared the way for Jesus. 

The evening lesson focused on 

the ten commandments and a 

missionary lesson on the life of 

Mary Slessor. We were 

amazed at how well they lis-

tened and were encouraged to 

hear many children share a 

short testimony on the last 

night. We heard how some 

children recommitted their 

lives to Christ during camp, 

after understanding more fully 

what it means to be a follower 

of Jesus. We pray for those 

who haven’t yet made a com-

mitment and that the Christian 

friendships formed at camp 

continue for many years 

ahead.  

Bethany McCracken  

CEF Mourne Junior Camp - 24th-30th July 

Simon and Bethany McCracken 



This year I went to Seaview, the CEF centre in Kilkeel for 

Junior camp. It was for children aged P5-P7 and we had 67 

kids between 20 Leaders. It ran from Sunday 7th to Satur-

day 13th August. 

 

Each day we got up at 8.15 and went for breakfast. This 

was then followed by a dorm tidy, which was well needed!  

Our Morning meeting started at 9.45 which consisted of a 

lesson. We learnt about Elijah in our morning lessons, and 

we also learned a memory verse, which was Proverbs 3 

verses 5-7. We also did a quiz testing the young people’s 

knowledge about what they had just learned.  

We had quiet time at 11.20 am which was done in our 

dorms. This was a great chance when the kids could ask us 

questions and learn in a smaller group.  

Crafts and games were at 11.50am  where the kids got split 

into two groups. For games we played with Parachutes, 

stuck in the mud and many other fun games.  

Throughout the week we also had activities organised for 

the kids such as swimming at the local pool, an outdoor 

activity day which gave the kids a chance to have a go at 

archery, bungee run and an inflatable assault course.  

We also enjoyed a day out in Newcastle. During the week 

the kids and leaders also got a chance of free time, tuck 

shop and also a book stall.  

Each afternoon at 5 o’clock we had a staff meeting to dis-

cuss how we felt the day had gone so far, and how we 

could improve or do better for the next day. The leaders 

then finished the meeting off with a time of prayer.  

We also had an evening meeting followed by a Missionary 

story before supper. The kids got ready for bed at 9.50pm, 

then we had a Quiet time at 10.10 pm before lights out at 

10.30pm. 

This was the first summer camp I have done and, all being 

well, I plan to do it again next summer, because I enjoyed it 

so much. 

CEF Junior Camp - 7th-13th August 

Jonathan Gamble 



I am Victoria and this summer I had the op-
portunity to travel to San Antonio, Texas with 
Exodus.  
 
We left from Dublin on 6th July and we part-
nered with a Church called Trinity Baptist 
Church. 
  
We were able to get involved in their Vacation 
Bible school which ran Monday to Thursday 
from 9am to 12am and were able to help with 
games, praise and sharing the story of Joseph 
with the children that came along.  
 
In the evenings we were able to build rela-
tionships with the youth in the church by hav-
ing bible studies and dinner together and just 
enjoy each other’s company.  
 
We also had the opportunity to help out with 
different homeless ministries throughout our 
visit. Side Walk Saturday was one of those; 
they provided people with a weekly shop and 
a chance to take clothes, shoes, toiletries and 
other useful belongings.  
 
Another homeless ministry we were a part of 
was Corazón. We were able to make lunch 
and serve it to everyone that came and then 
we were able to socialize and get to know 
them and their stories. This was probably one 
of the highlights of the trip and definitely left 
an impression on the whole team.  
 
We also had some free time where we were 
able to look around San Antonio. We were 
able to see some of the Spanish missions in-
cluding the Alamo, walk along the River Walk 
and spend the day at Six Flags.  
 
Overall it was an amazing experience and a 
great opportunity to bond with fellow Chris-
tians and encourage each other in our out-
reach and walk with God.  

Exodus trip - Texas 

Victoria Bannon 



Derryneil Baptist Church is a small church located in the sce-

nic surroundings of Moneyslane, Ballyward and Leitrim. Sun-

day evening Gospel Services are held every Sunday night with 

guest pastors and speakers from near and far. A monthly Bi-

ble Study takes place as well as children's meetings during the 

school term. The Copes Family have attended Derryneil for 

many years. Through this association, Brian, Jackie and myself 

have helped out in the summer bible club for some 10-15 

years with Joshua Reain being conscripted into the ranks for 

this year's outreach. 

The Bible club was held this year, following a two year covid 

absence, on the second week of August. The theme of the 

bible club was from Scripture Union’s, Diary of a Disciple 

which followed Luke's recording of the life of Jesus in Luke's 

Gospel. 

Four nights were held in the church building and grounds, 

including marquee, where we explored, Jesus’ Birth, who Je-

sus is, what He did, the people He met, things He had to say 

and what He did for each of us at the Cross.  

The children and leaders had great fun with lively singing, 

story time, crafts, games, juice and biscuits (and tea of 

course). 

On Friday we met down at the play park in Moneyslane 

where parents were invited to stay. Various games were en-

joyed including 'Croquet' on the lawn - need I say more, 

praise time and review of one of the memory verses - ‘Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your strength and with all your mind and love 

your neighbour as yourself' Luke 10:27.  

An expert in the Law had asked Jesus  - What must I do to 

inherit eternal life? What a tremendous response outlining 

how we should treat God and as we strive to do the first part 

of the verse, then we trust that with God's help we can treat 

our 'neighbour' as well as we can.  

Sunday saw the closing of the week’s outreach with an after-

noon service recapping all that had taken place, followed by a 

BBQ in the marquee.  

Our desire in serving at Derryneill, as well as having fun, 

friendship and fellowship, is to sow the seeds of God's Word 

and we trust and pray that God may even use our efforts to 

bring many boys and girls and indeed wider family members 

to a saving faith in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

David Copes 

Holiday Bible Club at Derryneil 

The Copes family 



Picture the scene. Suitcases hauled in, speakers and 
projector set up, food purchased, prayers prayed, air 
beds inflated and lessons prepared.  

The date is 17th July, and as leaders we eagerly antici-
pate the arrival of 30 teenagers, for what will be the 
first ‘normal’ camp since the summer of 2019, and it 
did not disappoint.  

Paddle boarding at Castlewellan lake, capture the flag 
around the castle grounds, bowling at Sheepsbridge, 
late night camp fires at the beach and a day-trip to 
Newcastle were just some of the things we enjoyed 
during a beautiful week in sunny Spain…I mean Kil-
keel.  

The camp was led by Gareth and Ruth Thompson of 
Dromore Baptist, and we were kindly catered for by 
David and Heather Cowan, and it really was all-you-
can-eat during our time there. Not only were we well 
fed physically, but also spiritually.  

During the week, the lessons in the main meetings 
focused on the book of Romans and covered a range 
of topics like sin, justification, sanctification and ser-
vice. Leaders and campers alike benefitted from these 
studies from God’s precious word.  

Throughout the week, many of the leaders had the 
opportunity to testify to God’s grace in their lives, and 

on the final night of camp some of the young people 
shared about how God had saved them. God really 
was faithful throughout the week, and it was a joy to 
be a part of His work in the hearts of the young peo-
ple He brought to Lagan Valley Inters Camp 2022.  

A few weeks later I was also fortunate to have the 
opportunity to serve in the Lagan Valley CYIA week. 
CYIA stands for Christian Youth In Action, and involves 
taking the Gospel to boys and girls in their own es-
tates by holding a 5 day bible club on the green or in a 
garden in that estate.  

Due to the impact of Covid, this effort was scaled 
down from previous years, with 2 teams holding one 
club each. As a team we were really amazed by the 
clear answers to our prayers for dry weather when we 
needed it, help to clearly share the Gospel through 
Bible lessons and memory verses and openness to the 
message we were sharing.  

I was particularly encouraged this week by the young 
leaders who served on the team, and their heart to 
share the Good news of Jesus with others.  

Pray that in the coming years this effort might be 
blessed by God to reach even more boys and girls 
with the only true, lasting hope of the world, Jesus 
Christ. 

2022 Inters Camp and CYIA 

Jonathan Rodgers 



Christians in Sport 2022  

On Saturday, 30th July myself and a group of about 40 

leaders made our way to Campbell College in Belfast 

for a day of training for what would be an unforgetta-

ble week for young people and leaders alike.  

Sunday saw over 100 young people arrive and put into 

their teams/countries of about 7 or 8. However, it be-

came clear after the first round of karaoke at dinner-

time that standing on chairs and singing was somewhat 

of a strange concept for the many children, who be-

cause of covid had never been to a ‘Christians in Sport’ 

camp before. Thankfully, after a day or two everyone 

became familiar with this practice and it was getting 

them to sit down at mealtimes which was now the 

problem.  

This camp spirit then carried on into their daily activi-

ties in which every young person would firstly receive 

coaching in their selected and main sport (Rugby, Foot-

ball or Hockey. 

Secondly, they would take part in another 2-hour slot 

of sports, but this session would involve sports that 

they maybe wouldn’t play as much or perhaps have 

never played at all (such as Cricket, Volleyball and Ulti-

mate Frisbee).  

The third and final slot, and often the highlight of camp 

for many young people was Team Challenge. Team 

Challenge consists of several unique team-based 

games that involve competing against the other coun-

tries/teams (such as Scoopla, 9 Square and Skittleball 

to name just a few). At the end of the week points are 

added up and one team from both age groups will be 

granted the coveted title of ‘Team Challenge Victors’.  

Along with all of the sport and fun activities, the young 

people also attended two meetings every day. In the 

morning meetings and during their water breaks at 

‘first sport’, the young people were being taught all 

about how sport and their faith don’t have to be sepa-

rate components of their lives, and in fact they can go 

hand in hand. The evening meetings then included a 

time of praise as well as a gospel message.  

In the evening meetings we were working through the 

book of Matthew, with the theme being ‘The King is 

here’. This would involve looking at different moments 

in the life of Jesus that were recorded by Matthew, 

including the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The evening meetings were then followed up by a 

short time of team discussion and prayer which proved 

to be a very productive and fruitful time for every 

team.  

Reports from these times were extremely encouraging 

with at least one young person being saved and many 

others that were curious about the truths that they 

had been told during the week. We continue to pray 

for the young person who trusted in Jesus for the first 

time, as well as those who have yet to take that step 

for themselves. We also pray that the young people 

who were already saved would continue to return to 

camp every year, continue to grow in their faith to-

gether and continue to live out what it means to be a 

Christian in their sport. 

Joel Nixon 



From Portstewart to Prague and every-

where in between I have been very 

blessed to serve God in many different 

ways throughout this summer. The two 

camps I want to tell you about are 

Portstewart Childrens' Special Service Mis-

sion (CSSM) and the Ambassadors Trip to 

Czech Republic. 

 

My summer of camps and missions started 

with Portstewart CSSM which ran from 

3rd - 15th July. During these two weeks I, 

alongside approximately 70 other leaders 

stayed at the "Big CSSM House" or other-

wise known as Portstewart Baptist Church. 

The theme of the two weeks at CSSM was 

"ENCOUNTERS WITH GOD". 

The fun and interactive stories were made 

relevant by reminding the kids that they 

can have a personal encounter with God in 

their own lives. Monday to Friday of both 

weeks looked fairly similar with CSSM hap-

pening in both the morning and evening. 

In the afternoon, the leaders spent time in 

God's word and in fellowship with one 

another. CSSM also had family events at 

the bandstand (‘praise on the prom’ and 

‘CSSM live’) and at Portstewart Baptist 

Church (‘mini big night bash’, ‘big night 

bash’ and ‘bible live’). 

 

I was a leader of the Starfish which includ-

ed kids between 6 and 7 years old. The 

starfish were all very well behaved and 

were great at answering and asking ques-

tions throughout the talks and quiet times. 

It was through the small groups where I 

experienced the goodness of God when 

one of the boys in my small group became 

a Christian after praying during the prayer 

time on the last day of CSSM. When I 

heard this young boy pray to God, this 

verse in Romans sprung to mind, it's found 

in Romans 10:13, it says, "for, "Everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

CSSM (Portstewart) & Ambassadors Football (Prague) 

Matthew Reain 



saved."  

Those two weeks at CSSM taught me so much about God's 

goodness and faithfulness and I would encourage you if you 

are free and would be interested in serving with Portstew-

art CSSM to sign up on the Scripture Union website when 

sign up begins or if you want to find out more about CSSM 

then I am more than happy to tell you all about it. 

 

My last camp/ mission was in the capital city of the Czech 

Republic, Prague. Ambassadors Football Czech hosted a 

"FOOTBALL FOR CHANGE" program which ran from 11th - 

17th September. A group from Ambassadors Ireland and 

Ambassadors GB traveled out to participate in a week 

which included morning devotions, seminars, workshops, 

organizing, video-making and lots of other things that we 

learnt to serve God more effectively through football minis-

try. We were also able to serve the local gypsy community 

as we helped with a few fun games and matches for them 

and were able to see and learn about the local history and 

sights of Czech Republic.  

Locally, in Ambassadors Ireland, they run approximately 14 

football camps throughout the summer which, from experi-

ence have been a massive blessing to me. If you would like 

to find out more about the work of Ambassadors or would 

like to serve next summer with them then please do get in 

touch with the Ambassadors Ireland website or speak to 

me and I can give you more information.  



For many years, First Dromara, through the Missionary Com-

mittee, have supported the work of EMF (European Mission 

Fellowship)- and Scott currently sits on its Northern Ireland 

Council. Through this, Scott has monthly meetings with a Pas-

tor in Eastern Poland called Adam Urban. Jonathan has also 

enjoyed getting to know Adam recently, as he sends him our 

weekly midweek material for use there. 

 

Adam, and his wife Daga, are involved in the ministry of Siedl-

ce and have recently began a new plant, 40 minutes away in 

another town called Łukow. Scott and Jonny had the oppor-

tunity of visiting and preaching in both congregations in Sep-

tember. 

 

The first congregation had about 50 people present, with 

over half of the congregation being Ukrainians who have 

moved to the area following the war there. They have very 

quickly settled into the congregation. The services that day 

were translated from English into both Polish and Ukrainian. 

A lot of extra work at the minute! Although, what a lovely 

picture of heaven, when all the nations will come together 

and sing with one voice!  

Following the service, everyone stayed for a fellowship lunch 

whereby everyone brought something along to church. It 

gave us an opportunity to speak to many people first hand. 

The war in Ukraine might have disappeared from our new-

screens, but it still looks large and impacts many people daily 

in this part of the world. This town has about 80,000 people- 

Evangelical Christianity makes up a very tiny portion of that. 

 

We then travelled 40 minutes to another town, where there 

is a church plant. They rent a building there for Sunday ser-

vices, and although the attendance was smaller, it was a re-

minder that the Lord has His people all over the world, in 

different places, and in different sizes. It was lovely to spend 

time with them and to encourage them from God’s word. 

 

As we write this, we are about to head for a day to Warsaw 

with Adam and Daga. Don’t take for granted the Christian 

network we have in our country, it’s not the case here, and 

opportunities for genuine Christian fellowship can be few and 

far between. Please remember them, their congregations and 

their work in your prayers. 

Siedlce and Łukow, Poland — September 2022 

Jonathan Rodgers and Scott Moore 



Many people head off on summer 

teams with different mission organi-

sations.   

Lorna Moore works throughout the 

year with IFES (International Fellow-

ship of Evangelical Students) and ECM 

(European Christian Mission). Blaze 

visited her office one day.   

Please remember her work and or-

ganisations in prayer as the many Au-

tumn conferences and student events 

now begin to take shape.   



We as a family love Camp - it is definitely the highlight of the 

kid’s summer. 

 Here are a few of their favourite activities: 

 Hut building in the forest. We work with the rest of 

the members in our tent. We collect sticks and lean 

them up against a tree or a tree stomp and then add 

fern and leaves. One of the huts this year held 22 

people! 

 The Slippery slope followed by the river to get the 

suds all rinsed off. 

 The meetings which take place twice a day because 

we learn a lot about God  

 And finally devotions. This is a very special time for 

both leaders and children. During this time we dis-

cuss the story that has been told during the meeting 

and this is also the time where some children have 

the opportunity to ask about getting saved. 

 

Praise points  

• Safety - we had lots of scrapes, bruises and plasters 

issued but no major injuries  

• Weather - only a few showers of rain throughout 

which didn’t hinder any activities 

• Behaviour and Enthusiasm - the kids were all well 

behaved during the meetings and loved singing the 

songs, doing the actions and answering questions 

during the story 

• Salvation - for the kids who put their trust in our Sav-

iour. Prayer points  

• Pray that the children will not forget what they learnt 

during the meetings and in devotions  

• Pray for the children who got saved that they grow in 

their faith and that they share the good news with 

others 

• Pray to thank the Lord for all he has done and contin-

ues to do in the hearts of the children  

Tollymore Camp—The Harper family 



 
Morning  

Rev Philip Cleland,  

Drumgooland and Kilkinamurry 

Presbyterian Churches 

 

Evening  

Rev Andy Downey,  

Castlewellan and Leitrim  

Presbyterian Churches 



Blazing the Gospel in a 

new partnership in Spain 
For many years, through the missionary committee, First 

Dromara have supported the work of European Mission 

Fellowship (EMF).   

EMF have a new initiative, whereby congregations are in-

vited to partner with individuals across Europe, as they 

blaze the gospel where they are.  This enables congrega-

tions to be more involved in the people they support, mis-

sionaries can come over for the odd mission focused 

weekend or teams from here can go out.  

Our missionary committee have just agreed to support the 

work of a young couple who live and work in Barcelona, 

Spain.  They are Manuel and Pauline Redondo.   

Manuel was born in Barcelona, where he grew up in a 

nominal Roman Catholic home.  As a young man he em-

braced atheism, but - through the witness of a friend - he 

became interested in the gospel and began to attend an 

evangelical church.  While on a trip to the USA and Mexico, 

he came into contact with Christians again, and was con-

verted.   

Back in Barcelona, Manuel was baptised in a local church 

and then joined the ‘Grace of God’ church, where he 

worked with young people.  This prompted a desire to 

learn about theology in order to become a more efficient 

evangelist.  He studied at the EMF school of Biblical Stud-

ies and then went on to study at London Seminary.  He has 

a special interest in apologetics and evangelism. 



Manuel has served at several churches in the London 

area; during his time in the city, he met Pauline, who was 

born in London and whose parents are from Calabar, 

South-East Nigeria.  The couple got married in 2018.  

Pauline grew up in a Roman Catholic home, but following 

the serious illness of her mother, she turned away from 

religion.  She became a Christian in her mid-twenties, in 

response to the ministry of her younger sister, and has 

since been involved in church plants and mission trips.  

Manuel and Pauline have a daughter, Abigail (born in 

December 2020). 

In 2021 the ‘Grace of God’ church invited Manuel and 

Pauline to return to Barcelona, where Manuel is now 

working as an EMF missionary alongside the main pastor, 

José Luis, to revitalize the church through pastoring, 

preaching, youth work, outreach, and discipleship.   

Like many countries in the western world, Spain is some-

thing of a paradox when it comes to religion- it is still 

very religious, but it is getting more secular every day.  

Pray for cities like Barcelona and for the 345 cities and 

towns of over 5000 people where there is no evangelical 

church.   

Please come along to church on Sunday 9th October, 
where Phil Dunn from EMF will formally introduce them 
to us all. Here’s the link to a little video to find out more- 
https://vimeo.com/648979366  

https://vimeo.com/648979366






 
1 Chronicles  

16:24 - 25 
 
Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples. For 
great is the LORD, and greatly 
to be praised, and he is to be 
feared above all gods. 
 
For over 70 years, the Revival 
Movement Association has 
sought to bring the Good News of Christ’s sav-
ing work to the nations through Gospel litera-
ture. 
 
Just last year, Revival Movement Association 
printed 1,350 metric tonnes of literature, 
equaling 84 million items, translated into 95 
languages and sent to over 170 countries 
across the world free of charge.  
The vast majority of literature they send is 
printed in our local factory just outside 
Kinallen.  
Frequent items of literature printed include 
Gospels of John, children’s devotional books, 
CEF flash card lessons and Gospel tracts.  
 
When the literature leaves the factory it is 
shipped to its destination country where part-
ner organisations such as CEF, Bible Education 
Services (BES) and Bible Missions, among oth-
ers, use and distribute the literature for evan-

gelism and discipleship.  
 
Revival Movement Association 
currently employs around 25 full 
or part time workers, including 
David McClintock and Jonathan 
Rodgers from 1st Dromara, and 
the work is assisted by a good 
number of volunteers who give of 
their time freely to further God’s 
kingdom through the Gospel liter-
ature. Most of the running costs 
are supplied by God through do-

nations from Christian people and organisa-
tions from within Northern Ireland, including 
from us in 1st Dromara Presbyterian.  
 
In 2022, demand for literature has been as 
high as ever, particularly due to the outbreak 
of war in Ukraine. Revival Movement Associa-
tion were able to respond to this crisis 
through the printing of hundreds of thou-
sands of Gospels of John in the Ukrainian and 
Russian languages, as well as booklets an-
swering difficult questions about why God al-
lows suffering such as the CEF “Do you won-
der why?” booklets which are included in the 
gift packs CEF have been distributing.  
 
More recently, in the month of July alone con-
tainers have left the factory for a variety of 
countries including Nigeria, Mexico, Liberia, 
India and Kenya.  
 

The Revival Movement 

Association 

Declaring His glory among the nations 



Without the grace of God, the work of Revival 
Movement Association wouldn’t be possible. 
Points to pray for include: 
 
• Wisdom for leadership in deciding where to 
send the literature and how much to send 
• The ongoing financial needs 

• God’s presence and help for each of the vol-
unteers and workers 
1st Dromara will be visiting the Every home 

Crusade factory for our midweek prayer 

meeting on Tuesday 11th October, with more 

details to follow.  

Blaze pays a visit to the factory where David McClintock and Jonathan Rodgers are busy packing a container of literature.  



Graduations @ First Dromara 

Jill Copes who graduated from Queens University with a 

degree in Actuarial Science and Risk Management in 

2020, with parents Jackie and Brian Copes. Due to Covid 

the graduation was postponed until this year. 

Mark Stewart who has graduated from Queens University 

with a BSc in Geography. 

Joshua Reain who has graduated from Jordanstown with 

a first in Business Economics. 
Sarah Johnston who has graduated  with a BEd Primary 

Degree (Hons) from Stranmillis 



Pictured left:  The Rev Scott Moore, who 

has graduated with a Master of Letters 

Degree (MLitt) in Sacred Music from the 

University of St. Andrews, Scotland- 

December 2021. He is pictured with 

mum Angela. 

Right: James Harte who has graduated from Liverpool 

John Moores with a BA (Hons) in Business Studies. 

 

Below left: Jonathan Rodgers who has graduated with a 

BEd Primary Degree (Hons) from Stranmillis, pictured 

with mum Ruth and brother Adam. 

 

Below right: Rachel Gibson who has graduated from 

Stranmillis with a BEd  Primary Degree (Hons). 



Following this year’s Twelfth of July demonstra-

tions, Aughnaskeagh Silver Band had the pleasure 

of presenting Long Service Plaques to Harold Gra-

ham and Samuel Skelly, who have both recently 

retired from the ranks of the band.   

Both men joined Aughnaskeagh Flute Band as 

young boys around 1949.  The band then changed 

to a Silver Band in 1955, with Harold playing the 

euphonium and Samuel picking up the cornet.   

Thanking them for their many years of service, 

Bandmaster Colin Hamilton, commended both 

men for their faithfulness and loyalty to the band.   

Fittingly, Harold and Samuel, were presented with 

their plaques by their grand-daughters, Poppie 

Graham and Leah Spiers, who continue the proud 

family history of playing in the band. 

The band are always on the lookout for new mem-

bers – if you are interested in finding out more 

about the band please message their Facebook 

page for more details. 

Left: Sammy with granddaughter Leah and, right, Harold with granddaughter Poppie. 

Long Service plaques presented to  

Aughnaskeagh Silver Band stalwarts 

Harold Graham, left, and Samuel Skelly. 



Church records 

New Communicants, Spring 2022 

Mrs Deborah Campbell 
Mrs Kathleen Creighton 
Mrs Bethany McCracken 
Dr Simon McCracken 
Mr Jordan McCullough 
Mrs Sophie McCullough 
Mr Kyle Ross 
 
“Do this in Remembrance of Me”  Luke 22:19 

 
  
Baptism 
Lila Mandy Sandra Sarah Corbett - 26th June 2022 
(Daughter of Mr and Mrs Andrew and Gillian Corbett) 
 
But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such be-
longs the kingdom of heaven.”  
Matthew 9:14 
  
Deaths 
Mr Robert Mackie (Roy) Sibbett - 15th June 2022 

Mrs Minnie Steele - 18th July 2022  

Gary Gray - 3rd August 2022  

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 
Revelation 21:4 

 

Marriages 

Nicky Gamble and Hannah Craig, 30th July 2022.  

“Put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
Colossians 3:14 

 

 




